
Making Your Nest Egg Last 
A fuel gauge is displayed with the indicator moving to E for empty. Narrator: “Do you worry 
about running out of money during retirement? It’s an understandable concern.” 

Different-sized bars containing icons of a house, a medical cross, and an apple appear on the 
screen, followed by a financial line chart with jagged peaks and valleys. Then a birthday cake 
appears. After various-sized pieces of the cake are shown, a slice is removed. Narrator: “You 
can’t predict with certainty what your expenses will be, what returns you’ll earn on your 
investments, or even how long you’ll be in retirement. Knowing how much money to withdraw 
from your savings during retirement is just as important as saving. In other words, you need a 
withdrawal strategy.” 

The figure $500,000 appears on screen and becomes part of a chart. On the vertical axis, the 
chart displays different dollar amounts ranging from $0 to $600,000. The horizontal axis 
displays years. The legend says Assumes investments earn 6% and inflation is 3% annually. A 
blue line forms, representing an 8% withdrawal rate. It starts at $500,000 and arcs down, 
reaching zero at the 15-year mark. A yellow line representing a 6% withdrawal rate appears 
next, reaching zero in 22 years. Next, an orange line representing a 5% withdrawal rate forms, 
reaching zero in 29 years. Finally, a green line representing a 4% withdrawal rate forms, 
reaching zero in 42 years. Narrator: “To illustrate why, let’s say a new retiree has a $500,000 
retirement account. Every year, a set percentage of the account is withdrawn, adjusted only for 
increases in the cost of living. With an initial withdrawal rate of 8%, the money lasts for 15 
years. With a 6% withdrawal rate, it lasts for 22 years. With a 5% rate, it lasts for 29 years. And 
with a 4% rate, it lasts for more than 40 years.” 

The number 42 appears and then decreases to 15. A new screen appears with dollar sign, price 
tag, percentage sign, and upward arrow symbols. A wavy blue line appears behind the symbols. 
Narrator: “As this example shows, your withdrawal rate will have a significant impact on how 
long your retirement savings will last. Of course, spending needs, costs, investment returns, and 
inflation can fluctuate from year to year.” 

The blue line becomes a circle, and the four symbols revolve around it clockwise. Narrator: 
“With so many variables to consider, you may want to consult a financial professional for help 
with this important aspect of your retirement planning.” 

The final screen appears with the following text: Example is for illustration purposes only and 
should not be construed as investment advice. Your results will vary. 
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