
Putting Time on Your Side 
Dollar bill symbols multiply as the narrator discusses how money earning 6% annually grows. 
Narrator: “Did you know that money growing at 6% a year will double in about 12 years, but it 
will be worth four times as much in 24 years? That’s because of the power of compounding.” 

Apple seeds fall to the ground and a new apple tree grows next to two others in a field. An apple 
falls from the largest tree. Narrator: “In fact, the sooner you begin saving -- even small amounts 
-- the better your chance of reaching your retirement goals. Consider the following hypothetical 
example.” 

A bar chart forms. A bar representing Kristin’s investment grows as she adds money over a  
10-year period, from age 25 to age 35. A second bar representing Jason’s investment grows as 
he adds money over a 20-year period, from age 45 to age 65. When displayed side by side, 
Kristin’s bar, which is labeled $10,000, is half the size of Jason’s, which is labeled $20,000. 
Narrator: “At the age of 25, Kristin begins putting away $1,000 annually. She stops investing 
entirely after 10 years, at age 35. Jason is 45 when he begins putting away $1,000 a year in the 
same investments. But he continues to save for the next 20 years, until age 65. How do the two 
investors fare by the time they retire? You may be surprised by the results.” 

Kristin’s bar grows larger, stopping when it reaches $80,246. Jason’s bar also grows but only 
reaches $38,993. Narrator: “Assuming a 6% average annual rate of return, Kristin’s investment 
would have grown to over $80,000. Assuming the same rate of return, Jason’s investment 
would have grown to less than $39,000.” 

The figures turn into two spirals, the larger one Kristin’s and the smaller one Jason’s. Narrator: 
“Why the difference? Although Kristin invested one-half the amount that Jason invested, the 
extra years of compounding boosted her bottom line.” 

Sand runs through an hourglass. The grains of sand become coins spread out behind a Finish 
Line banner. Narrator: “So what are you waiting for? The sooner you start investing and 
maximizing the potential power of compounding, the closer you may come to achieving your 
savings goals.” 

The final screen appears, which reads, Example is for illustration purposes only and should not 
be construed as investment advice. Your results will vary. 
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